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Features of the German ECEC system

 Integrated system for ISCED 0.1 and 0.2

 Governance of ECEC: 

o minor role of Federal government

o 16 German States: definition of tasks & standards, 

financing

o Communities: responsibility for local supply

 public ECEC services

 ECEC services of private (non-profit) providers

o strong rights of parents (‚family-supporting‘)
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Source: Official statistics; own calculations.

States and Communities 

as main levels of ECEC 

governance
Proportion of Underthrees in Family daycare

by community, 2013
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Concepts of a child-centered, play-based pedagogy

Reform pedagogy

Froebel, Montessori, Waldorff, Reggio, Forrest Kindergarten

Situation approach

Real-life experiences and contexts, Peer-group, Participation, 

Opening of groups

Education embedded in day-life activities

universal (non-selective), continuously (not focussed on pre-school year), 

holistic, imersive learning processes; dialogue & action
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Milestones of the German ECEC history

industrial revolution first institutions for retaining children

1840 1st Kindergarten founded by Froebel

1920, Weimar republic Kindergarten part of Welfare system

1946-1989, GDR Kindergarten as part of educational

system

1993, West Germany Legal claim for Kindergarten (3-6 yrs.)

2013 Legal claim for 1- and 2-year-olds
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Low ECEC Participation of Underthrees
in Germany (2008)
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In his life Mr Borsig had made many mistakes. 

He therefore decided to start again right from the beginning.



14

 ECEC summit, Berlin, 2.4.2007:

Implementation of a ‚demand covering supply‘ 

for Underthrees

 1.8.2013: Legal claim for children aged 12 month

Milestones of the Expansion

Core features

 Expansion of ECEC for 1- and 2-year olds

 strong financial investments of the federal

government (until 2014: 5,4 billion Euro)

 legally fixed monitoring of the ECEC system
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Increase of ECEC Participation for Underthrees
(2006-2014) from 13,6 to 32,3 percent

Source: Official statistics; own calculations

West Germany East Germany

Centre-based care Family daycare Total

Under 1 year olds Under 1 year olds1 year olds 1 year olds 2 year olds2 year olds
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Decline of Positive Communication
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The National Educational Panel Study (NEPS):

Theoretical framework
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The National Educational Panel Study (NEPS):

Sequential design
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The National Educational Panel Study (NEPS):

Sample sizes
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The National Educational Panel Study (NEPS)
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- Interaction density
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Conditions
of conditions

(structural) 
conditions

pedagogical
process quality

Kalicki, B., Woo, N. & Barnett, S. (in press). Editorial. Thematic issue „Longitudinal Studies in ECEC – challenges of 

translating research into policy action”. International Journal of Child Care and Education Policy (ICEP-D-16-00014).
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